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Bl O

Working class comc, witer, and cultural irritant.

Juno- nom nat ed conedi an and Canadi an Screen Award-wi nning witer Gavin Stephens
draws on hi s working-class Caribbean roots to bring a sharp, unflinching
perspective to the stage. Hi s comedy doesn't chase the room —it's a live

exi stential interrogation. Every show is a unique experinent: weird, risky, and
unconfortably honest, where absurdity, ideas, and unconfortable truths collide.

Hi s Juno-nomi nated al bum Al'l 1 nclusive Cona proved that undeni abl e work speaks for
itself. Wth Park Bench Ontol ogy, Gavin delivers blue-collar critiques w apped in
exi stential dread —where polite liberalism market virtue, and nationali st

performance art don't survive contact with the materi al

Gavin has perforned at Just for Laughs Montreal and Toronto, SXSW the Ham |ton
Fringe, and the South African Conedy Festival, with two network conedy specials and
two sol o shows (Spectacul ar, Spectacul ar and Obj ect of Strangeness), and has
appeared on CBC s LOL, The Debaters, and CTV's Conedy Inc. He's also a col umi st
for CBC Ham |t on

Conmi ssioned by the Art Gallery of Hamilton to create unique conmedy tours of their
Met anor phosi s: Visions of Antiquity in the Modern Era exhibit and Bl ack History
Mont h programmi ng, his practice extends beyond the stage. He is also the creator of
hermt-cast, a |ocation-aware weather app that generates anti-capitalist reasons to
stay home or quietly quit —functional software as ideol ogical object. He is
currently devel opi ng The Geeks Shall Inherit the Earth, a docunmentary exam ni ng
nerd culture as a social and political identity —how it functions as an escape
fromfreedom a ready-nade comunity built equally on bel ongi ng and gat ekeepi ng.



PARK BENCH ONTOLOGY

Identity. culture. capitalism dread. repeat.

Park Bench Ontology isn't a podcast —it's a | ow stakes phil osophical crisis
di sgui sed as a pop culture conversation. Each epi sode, conedian and witer Gavin
St ephens explores the invisible ideol ogi es beneath our everyday |ives, using

everything fromsitconms to sci-fi, Baudrillard to Black Twitter.

It's a show for people who feel |ike sonething's off, but can't always nane what.
Li steners can expect cultural criticismwth jokes, existential spirals with hope,
and just enough structure to feel like you're not |osing your mnd

Thenes:

- Ontol ogi cal coll apse

- Wiiteness & identity performance
- Capitalismas nmyth and nene

- Afro-Absurdi st resistance

- Meani ng breakdown in nedia overfl ow



ARTI ST STATEMENT

I make conedy for the end tinmes. My work expl ores whiteness, capitalism and
synbol i ¢ vi ol ence through a neurodi vergent | ens —not as abstract theory, but as

t he psychic wal | paper of everyday life. Drawing from Bl ack existentialism nedia
theory, and the absurd, | use stand-up, witing, and podcasting to interrogate the

stories we live by: race, class, identity, and the capitalist dream state.

I nfl uenced by thinkers |ike Mark Fisher, Cctavia Butler, and Baudrillard —as wel |
as |l ate-night cartoons and sci-fi pulp —ny art coll apses the boundary between the
hilarious and the horrifying. |'minterested in the nonents where ideol ogy breaks

down, where anxiety |eaks through the cracks of normal cy, and where | aughter

becones a survival tactic.

|"ve al ways made work that disrupts —not to shock, but to show what's al ready
there, hiding in plain sight. | believe art should be as accessible as it is
critical, as funny as it is philosophical. |I don't offer answers. | offer glitches
in the system



BOOKI NG / CONTACT

| nst agr am

@ount gavi n

Emai | :

i nf o@avi nst ephens. ca

Websi t e:

www. gavi nst ephens. ca

Podcast :

Park Bench Ontol ogy (avail abl e everywhere)

For tour bookings, nedia requests, and speaking inquiries.



